
Bishop Christopher writes:  
Our first concern in a crisis is for the health, safety and well-
being of those we love, and those entrusted to our care. In 
the past few days and weeks we have been reminded that 
we are part of a global community as the threat of 
Coronavirus has become clear and, nation by nation, 
emergency measures have transformed the daily lives of us 
all. I became aware of the rapid spread of the disease at 
the beginning of Lent, whilst co-leading the first Ecumenical 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. The night before we 
were due to visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, 
the West Bank was locked down and our happy band of 70 
pilgrims was barred from going there. We were one of the 
last Pilgrimage groups to fly out. Since then, my concern 
and prayers have been for the Diocesan family of parishes 
and other communities of faith, indeed for all people who 
have been affected by the virus.  
The message from our Government has been very simple 
and very clear: Stay at Home, Protect the NHS, Save 
Lives. The simplicity of this message is its greatest 
compelling strength. It has needed to be, given the risk to 
life and the danger of stretching the capacity of our NHS to 
breaking point. The impact on lives and livelihoods, and the 
mental health of many people, particularly those who are 
isolated or vulnerable, or living in cramped accommodation, 
is also considerable.  
In all this, much is being threatened and endangered; but 
there is much to be gained as well. It is wonderful to learn 
that in the past 24 hours, at the time of writing, more than 
half a million people have offered voluntary service to 
support the NHS. I also know that in many of our parishes 
the Church is at the heart of emerging local networks which 
will reach out to those most in need. I express my thanks 
and appreciation especially for all that is being extended in 
prayer and pastoral care. Many of us are able to put a 
renewed focus on home and family as we take this 
opportunity to give precious time to each other. Equally, 
many of us are living alone and relying on other networks of 
support.  
We are also recovering the New Testament understanding 
of Church as people, not buildings, and as believers drawn 
together by their shared faith, hope and love in Jesus Christ. 
We are finding new ways in which we can worship in our 
homes, and making ever more creative use of social media 
and other helpful technologies. Just as the Government 
message is simple and compelling, let us take this 
opportunity to look at the world around us more simply: the 
simple beauty of springtime, with trees bursting into 
blossom, is very apparent in the many open spaces of South 
London which people are accessing for exercise and 
recreation, whilst observing proper social distancing; the 
simple peace of a world in which there is less traffic and 
less pollution; above all, the simple peace that is to be 
found in prayer, and in our eternal hope, new every 
morning as in this Easter season, we proclaim, Christ is 
Risen!. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Please remember that all Sunday Services (8am BCP Mass, 
10 am Parish Mass, 6pm Evening Prayer) and Daily Prayers 
(Tuesday – Thursday) will remain on the YouTube, Spotify 

and Apple Podcasts for your viewing. 
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Third Sunday of Easter     
           President, Mother Roxanne 

 

Acts 2.14a, 36-41; Psalm 116.1-3, 10-17; 1Peter 1.17-23; 
Luke 24.13-35 

8am and 10am Parish Mass  
plus Sunday School accessed via: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyzfpScnrT4W9D8X11R
mDQ	
or 

 
 

_________________________________________ 
This week's diary 

This is to let you know that while the Churches  
are closed as all public worship is suspended, we 
continue to pray for all who live, ‘work’, worship 
and indeed ‘visit’ these parishes, as together we 
give thanks for what God has done for us, despite 
the unprecedented times in which we find 
ourselves. 

 
 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 

Pastoral Care:  
Mother Roxanne is still available on  
Tel. 020 8916 1830 or Mobile no. 07472 662323;  
email mtrroxanne@gmail.com   
Mother Roxanne is not available on Mondays;   
or Mother Susan (07890 780572), on Fridays. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

For your prayers 
 

Justin Welby and John Sentamu, our Archbishops; 
Christopher and Jonathan, Richard and Karowei, our 
bishops in this Diocese.  
For Bishop Ignatios, Fr. Dupwa and the people of St. 
Philip, Mkoba Gweru, our link parish in the Diocese of 
Central Zimbabwe.   
 

For the sick – Barry and Nikki, Ruth, Linda, Helen, 
Mick, Diane, Enid and Alec; and those suffering as a 
result of contracting COVID-19. 
 

For the bereaved – Abdul and the Conteh family, 
Marcia and the Bogle family, Deepa and family, the 
Forbes family and the Ledeatte family. 
 

For the recently departed – Pa Alhaji, Marlene, 
Sharma and David, Maggie, Ruth. 

	




