
EMANCIPATION DAY 2021 
 

Commemorated throughout the former British 
Colonies, August 1st 1834 marks the end of slavery in 
the British Empire.  
The British like other colonial powers had allowed the 
widespread practice of slavery to take place during the 
time of expansion to the new world.  
In 1772, the ruling in the case of Somerset v Stewart 
determined that slavery was unsupported by the 
common law in England and Wales. While the ruling 
was not clear on the situation in other parts of the 
Empire, this case was seen as a key turning point in the 
change towards emancipation. 
Slavery was finally abolished throughout the British 
Empire by the Slavery Abolition Act 1833, which came 
into effect on August 1st 1834.  
The territories controlled at that time by the East India 
Company, Ceylon (modern-day Sri Lanka) and St. 
Helen's were excluded. Slavery was not abolished in 
these regions until 1843. 
On March 24th 2021, the House of Commons voted 
unanimously to officially designate August 1st 
Emancipation Day. 
 

In the USA, formal slavery was legal until 1865 in most of 
the area that is now the United States. Many slaves were of 
African origin and many slave owners were of European 
descent, although some other groups also had slaves. By 
1860, there were about four million slaves in the United 
States.  
On April 16, 1862, Abraham Lincoln, the then US 
president, signed the Compensated Emancipation Act, 
which freed more than 3000 slaves in the District of 
Columbia. However, slavery did not officially end in the rest 
of the United States until after the American Civil War, 
which lasted from 1861 until 1865. 
The 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution 
formally ended slavery in the US. It was proposed on 
January 31, 1865 and ratified by 30 of the then 36 states 
in the same year – Mississippi only ratified it in 1995. 
Slavery and the racial divisions, upon which it was based, 
have had and continue to have, huge implications for 
individuals and American society as a whole. 
Emancipation Day in Washington DC marks the 
anniversary of the signing of the Compensated 
Emancipation Act. On January 4, 2005, legislation was 
signed to make Emancipation Day an official public holiday 
in the District of Columbia. Elsewhere in the United States, 
the emancipation of slaves is celebrated in Florida (May 
20), Puerto Rico (March 22) and Texas (June 19).  
 

Following the death of George Floyd on May 25th 
2020, there is a new consciousness born of 
peaceful protests for justice across the United 
States, the UK and in about 20 other countries. 
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  Emancipation Day  
 

                      10.00am Parish Mass 
 

      President and  Preacher, Mother Roxanne 
 

Exodus 16.2-4,9-15 * Psalm 78.23-29 * Ephesians 4.1-16 * John 6.24-35 
 

Access online worship via 
www.youtube.com/c/StMarksSouthNorwood 

____________________________________________ 
This week's diary 

Thursday  
5th August 

Oswald, King of 
Northumbria, 
Martyr, 642 

10.00am Said Mass 
at Holy Innocents  

Sunday  
8th August 

Tenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

8am BCP Mass 
10am Parish Mass 
with Fr. Tom 
Hurcombe, President 
and Preacher 

 
 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 

Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available on Tel. 
020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215 or 
mtrroxanne@gmail.com She is not available on 
Mondays or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops 
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this 
Diocese; the Bishops in our link Dioceses in 
Zimbabwe.   
RICHMOND & BARNES DEANERY The Deanery 
follows the south bank of the Thames from Hammersmith 
Bridge to Ham. It has many highly prosperous areas 
alongside areas of deprivation, which are often unnoticed. 
The Deanery includes three Team Ministries and one 
ecumenical covenant; and there are four Church of England 
schools.  
For Richmond & Barnes Deanery Alex Barrow 
(AD); Marian Mollett (LC); Nicholas Roberts (PTO)  
Richmond upon Thames WelCare  
For the Bishops, priests & people of the Church of the 
Province of South East Asia  
For the sick – Alec, Richard, Helen, Jennifer & Reuben, 
Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi, Michael, 
Anecka, Monica, Shirley, Lynn, Rosemary, Joanne, 
Melanie, Ronald, Faye, Tommy, Ena, Adeline, Akos, 
Peggy, Rudolph, Stephanie, Pamela, Barry.   
For the bereaved – the Desire family, Keith and the 
Bradshaw family.  
For the recently departed – Jim Desire, Sheila 
Bradshaw.   
Those anniversaries of death occuring at this time. 

 




