
The Diocese of Southwark has seen a marked 
increase in candidates from UKME* backgrounds 
being recommended for ordination training. Thirty 
percent of the candidates who were recommended in 
the year to July 2021 come from UKME backgrounds. 
That is five out of a total of 17 candidates. This is the 
highest percentage in recent years. In 2016 the number 
was 25%.  Four out of the five candidates have also 
been recommended for leadership positions – 
incumbent status, meaning their potential to lead a 
parish has been recognised. 
The Bishop of Southwark, the Rt Revd Christopher 
Chessun, said, “This is a very encouraging development 
and reflects the intentionality and hard work of the 
Vocations Team to this good purpose over ten years. We all 
have a part to play in encouraging UKME candidates to be 
open to God’s call and explore vocational discernment. We 
must not lose sight of the need for our leadership in the 
Church of England, and this Diocese in particular, to reflect 
the full diversity of our parish communities of faith.” 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands, the Revd Canon 
Leanne Roberts, said, “We are delighted that our 
dedicated, intentional work over the past nine years or so 
has visibly borne fruit, and our current numbers show the 
Diocese’s commitment to ensuring that those who go 
forward for ordained ministry are truly representative of the 
people we serve here in South London and East Surrey. 
Under Bishop Christopher’s leadership many people have 
given much energy and time to encourage vocations from 
the UKME community, not least the Revd Canon 
Roxanne Eversley in being our UKME Vocations 
Champion and our team of Vocations Advisers, Directors 
of Ordinands, and Examining Chaplains. There is still much 
work to be done, and we look forward to creating new 
initiatives which best serve parishes and chaplaincies in the 
Diocese of Southwark.” 
In March this year, the Diocese’s Synod unanimously 
approved the Diocese of Southwark Anti-Racism 
Charter. Archdeacon of Croydon, the Venerable Dr 
Rosemarie Mallett, who is the Diocesan Lead on Racial 
Justice, said, “The Diocese of Southwark has committed 
itself to an anti-racism strategy across all aspects of our 
diocesan life together. A key part of the Southwark vision is 
the identifying and training of future church leaders, lay and 
ordained, so that the leadership better reflects the people 
and parishes we serve. Therefore, it is good news to learn 
that 30% of all the candidates who have been 
recommended for ordination training beginning in autumn 
2021 come from a UKME background. This figure is close 
to the number of people from UKME and global majority 
origin and heritage in our churches and in the wider parish 
also. It is also good to hear that the majority of those 
recommended will be training for incumbency status and 
their gifts for leadership in the Church recognised. We are 
thankful for all who have encouraged and enabled these 
candidates and look forward to their blessing the Church 
through their service in years to come.” 
 

*UKME – The Diocese of Southwark has shifted away 
from the acronym BAME to UKME, which is more inclusive 
of colleagues who did not see themselves as falling within a 
Black or Asian categorisation. This includes our community 
members from Korea, China, Hong Kong and Singapore 
and Latin America, among others.  
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Thursday  
26th August 

Feria Holy Innocents: 
10.00am Said Mass  

Sunday  
29th August 

13th Sunday after 
Trinity 

8am BCP Mass 
10am Parish Mass  

 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 

Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available on Tel. 
020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215 or 
mtrroxanne@gmail.com She is not available on 
Mondays or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops 
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this 
Diocese; and the Bishops in our link Dioceses in 
Zimbabwe.   
 

For SUTTON TEAM MINISTRY St Nicholas, 
Sutton Frances Arnold (PiC)  
Pray for the Bishops, priests & people of The Anglican 
Church of South America  
 

For the sick – Alec, Richard, Helen, Jennifer & Reuben, 
Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi, Michael, 
Anecka, Monica, Shirley, Lynn, Joanne, Melanie, Ronald, 
Faye, Tommy, Ena, Adeline, Akos, Peggy, Rudolph, 
Stephanie, Pamela, Barry, and Marlise.   
For the bereaved – the Desire family; Keith, Amanda 
and the Bradshaw family; the Lynch and Williams 
families, the Mahoney family.  
For the recently departed – Jim Desire, Sheila 
Bradshaw, Penny Lynch, Leisha Mahoney.  Years mind. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
On Tuesday, the Church celebrates the Festival of 
Bartholomew the Apostle - It has long been assumed 
that Bartholomew is the same as Nathanael though it is not 
a certainty. The gospels speak of Philip bringing Nathanael 
to Jesus and calling him an Israelite worthy of the name. He 
is also present beside the Sea of Galilee at the resurrection. 
Although he seems initially a somewhat cynical man, he 
recognises Jesus for who he is and proclaims him as Son of 
God and King of Israel. 

 




