Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the
Church prepares to celebrate the coming of Christ in his
incarnation, and also looks ahead to his final advent as
judge at the end of time.

The readings and liturgies not only direct us towards Christ’s
birth, they also challenge the modern reluctance to confront
the theme of divine judgement:

The Four Last Things — Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell
— have been traditional themes for Advent meditation.

The anticipation of Christmas under commercial pressure
has also made it harder to sustain the appropriate sense of
alert watchfulness, but the fundamental Advent prayer
remains ‘Maranatha’ — ‘Our Lord, come’ (I Corinthians
16.22). Church decorations are simple and spare; and
purple is the traditional liturgical colour.

The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath was imported
into Britain from northern Europe in the nineteenth century,
and is now a common practice.

The Moravian custom of the Christingle has similarly
enjoyed great success in Britain since the latter part of the
twentieth century, with the encouragement of the Children’s
Society - Christingle services may take place before or after
Christmas. The Third Sunday of Advent was observed in
medieval times as a splash of colour in the restrained
atmosphere of Advent (Gaudete or ‘Rose Sunday’).
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The “Call to Prayer for our Nation’ during
Lockdown concludes this evening. From tomorrow,
we will resume Compline.

Prayer for the Nation, today at 6pm
Loving God,
your Son Jesus Christ came that we might have life
and have it abundantly;
pour out your blessing upon our nation;
where there is illness, bring your healing touch;
where there is fear,
strengthen us with the knowledge of your presence;
where there is uncertainty, build us up in faith;
where there is dishonesty, lead us into truth;
where there is discord,
may we know the harmony of your love;
this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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This week's diary

We’re opened as of today for Public Worship
which will continue to be livestreamed at 8am
(BCP) and 10am (Common Worship).

Prayers continue for all of you as we continue to
give thanks for what God has done for us, in spite of
the unprecedented times in which we find ourselves.

CHURCH NOTICES

Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is still available
on Tel. 020 8916 1830 or Mobile 07723 038215 or
mtrroxanne@gmail.com Mother Roxanne is not available
on Mondays; or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays.
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For your prayers
For Archbishops Justin and Stephen. For the bishops in
our link Dioceses of Zimbabwe; and Fr. Dupwa and the
people of St. Philip, Mkoba Gweru, our link parish in
the Diocese of Central Zimbabwe. For our bishops in
this Diocese, Christopher and Jonathan, Richard and
Karowei. For Purley, Christ Church, Douglas
McHardie (V); Lisa Fairman-Brown (AsstC); Steve
Bishop (AsstP); Simon Stocks (AsstP); Richard Slade
(Reader); Christopher Hickin (Reader) (PTO); Jenny
Hird (SPA); Nicola Rogers (SPA); Karen Speed (SPA),
for Christ Church Primary School For the bishops,
priests and people in the Reformed Episcopal Church of
Spain (Extra- Provincial to the Archbishop of
Canterbury), and for the Rt Revd Carlos Lépez-Lozano,
Bishop of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church.
For those in any kind of need — Enid, Alec, Una, Ted,
Mick, Linda, Helen, Jennifer and Reuben, Claude, Marie-
Gabrielle, Kay, Vera, Barry and Elizabeth, Sheila, Rose,
Andrew Scorgie, Rhoma, Joanna Simpson. The
bereaved — the Fuhr and Burke families, Lynne and family;
The recently departed - David Fuhr, Hubert Burke.
Years Mind.
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COLLECT

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power

and come among us,

and with great might succour us,

that whereas, through our sins and
wickedness

we are grievously hindered

in running the race that is set before
us,

your bountiful grace and mercy

may speedily help and deliver us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honour and glory, now and for
ever,

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from the book of the
prophet [saiah.

Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is
paid, that she has received from the
Lord's hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: "In the wilderness
prepare the way of the LORD, make
straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted
up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places
a plain. Then the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all people shall
see it together, for the mouth of the
LORD has spoken.” A voice says, "Cry
out!" And | said, "What shall | cry?"
All people are grass, their constancy
is like the flower of the field. The
grass withers, the flower fades, when
the breath of the LORD blows upon
it; surely the people are grass. The
grass withers, the flower fades; but
the word of our God will stand for
ever. Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift
it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, "Here is your God!” See, the
Lord GOD comes with might, and his
arm rules for him; his reward s with
him, and his recompense before him,
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.

PSALM Psalm 85:1-2. 8-13
R Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

You have been gracious to your land,
O Lord,

you have restored the good fortune
of Jacob.

You have forgiven the iniquity of your
people

and blotted out all their sins. R

I will isten to what the Lord God s
saying,

for he 15 speaking peace to his faithful
people

and to those who turn their hearts to
him.

Truly, his salvation is very near to
those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land. R

Mercy and truth have met together;

righteousness and peace have kissad
each other,

Truth shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down
from heaven. R

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before him,

and peace shall be a pathway for his
feet. R

SECOND READING

2 Peter 3:8-15a

A reading from the second letter of
Peter.

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like

a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like one day, The Lord is
not slow about his promise, as some
think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all
to come to repentance. But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with
a loud noise, and the elements will be
dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be
disclosed. Since all these things are
te be dissolved in this way, what sort
of persons ought you to be in leading
lives of holiness and godliness,
waiting for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens

Second Sunday of Advent

and a new earth, where righteousness
is at home. Therefore, beloved, while
you are waiting for these things, strive
to be found by him at peace, without
spot or blemish; and regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation,

GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Mark.

The beginning of the good news of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As itis
written in the prophet Isaiah, "See,

| am sending my messenger ahead

of you, who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight,”

John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the niver
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey.

He proclaimed, "The one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me;

| am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. | have
baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit,”

POST COMMUNION

Father in heaven,

who sent your Son to redeem the
world

and will send him again to be our
judge:

give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his

first coming

that, when he comes again,

we may be ready to greet him

with joyful love and firm faith;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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